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2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar     
Standing Committee on Public Safety 
Resolution #1 
 
Resolution Calling on Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the Department of 

Homeland Security and Emergency Services, Office of Interoperable 
Communications, to More Equitably and Efficiently Release the 

Interoperable Emergency Communication Funds Authorized 

WHEREAS, the funding mechanism that counties use to help operate, maintain, and 
upgrade 9-1-1 system capability and performance is out of date and does not correspond 
well to recent technology and marketplace changes; and  
 
WHEREAS, unfortunately and unlike other states, too much funding is diverted by 
New York State for non-9-1-1 purposes, resulting in a system that does not direct 
sufficient revenue to allow counties to properly maintain existing systems, while also 
preparing to implement the next generation of 9-1-1 technology required under federal 
law; and  
 
WHEREAS, under current law, for the last two budget years, $10 million was 
authorized and targeted directly to PSAPs and up to $65 million was set aside for the 
provision of grants and reimbursements to counties through the State Interoperable 
Communications Grants (SICG) program, administered by the Division of Homeland 
Security; and  
 
WHEREAS, the release of funds from the state to counties, especially the SICG grant 
programs, routinely do not occur in the year they are appropriated, which causes 
planning and budgeting problems for many counties; and 
 
WHEREAS, the goal of upgraded 9-1-1 systems is to make sure that all devices capable 
of connecting to the system can do so using voice, text, video images and other data 
formats to better inform the emergency responders to the situation they will be 
entering; and  
 
WHEREAS, upgraded systems will also be able to better pinpoint an emergency caller 
that may be in a remote area of the state or in a skyscraper in one of our cities. 
Recognizing a more precise location of those needing emergency services will improve 
outcomes and save lives, but this cannot be accomplished without consistent and timely 
funding from the state. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) hereby calls upon Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the Department 
of Homeland Security and Emergency Services, Office of Interoperable Communications 
to release all funds authorized so far and to ensure that future authorizations are made 
available to counties in full in the budget year they are appropriated; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, and all others deemed 
necessary and proper.  
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2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar     
Standing Committee on Public Safety 
Resolution #2 
 

Resolution Calling on the State to Reimburse Counties for the Temporary 
Detainment of Parole Violators at Local Correctional Facilities 

WHEREAS, those who violate their parole are often held at local correctional facilities 
while appeals and extensions on hearing the violation are granted by the court; and    

WHEREAS, the parole violator must appear before the court within 10 business days 
of the court's notice to appear; and  

WHEREAS, the time the violator spends in the local correctional facility is credited to 
their sentence and oftentimes their additional sentence is served in a local correctional 
facility; and  

WHEREAS, this is causing a financial and personnel strain on local correctional 
facilities; and  

WHEREAS, S.744 (Ritchie)/A.305 (Gunther) requires parole violators to be 
transferred to state correctional facilities after 10 days in a local correctional facility; and 

WHEREAS, the legislation also requires Department of Correctional and Community 
Supervision (DOCCS) to reimburse the local facility for the cost of the temporary 
detainment of the parole violator if they are not transferred to a DOCCS facility within 
10 days; and  

WHEREAS, operating local jails imposes a significant cost to counties. It is important 
to implement policies that require the state to be responsible for the costs of detaining 
state parole violators. This bill has the potential to provide fiscal relief for counties. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls on the Governor and the New York State Legislature to support 
legislation that requires parole violators be transferred to state correctional facilities 
after 10 days or reimburse counties for temporary detainment of parole violators; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State 
Legislature, and all others deemed necessary and proper.  
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2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar     
Standing Committee on Public Safety 
Resolution #3 
 

Resolution Calling on the Governor and State Legislature to Increase the 
New York State Income Tax Credit for Volunteer Firefighters and EMS 

Workers 

WHEREAS, New York State counties and their communities rely heavily on a 
dedicated cadre of volunteer firefighters and EMS workers for emergency response; and 

WHEREAS, financial incentives, in the form of income tax credits for volunteers, 
provide volunteer fire departments and EMS agencies the ability to better recruit and 
retain volunteers; and 

WHEREAS, New York State implemented an annual $200 income tax credit for 
qualifying volunteer firefighters and EMS workers in 2007; however, the level of credit 
has remained unchanged and has become inadequate as volunteer numbers continue to 
decline. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties calls on the Governor and State Legislature to support legislation that provides 
an increase to the Volunteer Firefighter and EMS Worker State Income Tax Credit to 
$500 annually; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature, and all others deemed necessary and proper.  
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2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar     
Standing Committee on Public Safety 
Resolution #4 
 

Resolution Calling Upon the Governor and State Legislature to Allocate 
Resources Sufficient to Provide a School Resource Officer in Every School 

District in New York State 

WHEREAS, violence in our schools, including mass shootings, continue to be difficult 
to prevent; and  

WHEREAS, local law enforcement, including county sheriffs, remain emphatic that the 
development of a robust school resource officer program would be the most effective 
deterrent to future incidents of violence; and  

WHEREAS, highly trained school resource officers can provide an immeasurable 
deterrent to violence in our schools; and   

WHEREAS, school resource officers can provide the opportunity to intervene with a 
troubled youth before violence precipitates and can also be a watchful guardian should 
violence occur; and  

WHEREAS, not all schools have the money available to contract the services of a 
dedicated school resource officer—one with full police powers— from a local police 
agency; and  

WHEREAS, by providing schools with the necessary fiscal resources to protect school 
children, young adults, faculty and staff; the State of New York can be a leader in school 
safety. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties calls upon the State to allocate funding to provide a school resource officer in 
every school district in New York State. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature, and all others deemed necessary and proper.  
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2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar     
Standing Committee on Public Safety 
Resolution #5 
 

Resolution in Support of Federal Legislation that Requires States to End the 
Practice of Diverting Fees and Surcharges Raised for the Purpose of 
Maintaining and Improving 9-1-1 Emergency Systems to Unrelated 

Purposes 

WHEREAS, maintaining and improving 9-1-1 systems to ensure the highest 
operational efficiency, ease of use, accurate GPS location capability and ability to accept 
multiple data formats requires the full commitment of available resources; and 

WHEREAS, in 1989, New York State enacted the Enhanced Emergency Telephone 
System Surcharge Law, that imposed a monthly fee on landline telephones; and  

WHEREAS, in 1991, New York State expanded this law to add a fee for all cellular 
telephones in the state; and  

WHEREAS, these fees were intended by the law to be used to support landline and 
wireless 9-1-1 emergency systems; and 

WHEREAS, the State Legislature and numerous Governors authorized the diversion of 
these 9-1-1 fees and revenues for non-related purposes; and 

WHEREAS, over time, more and more of these funds were diverted; and 

WHEREAS, today, the State Legislature and Governor divert nearly 63 percent of the 
cellular surcharges raised for non-9-1-1 purposes; and  

WHEREAS, since 2008, the New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC) 
estimates that of the $2.1 billion in revenue raised through cellular surcharges, over $1.4 
billion has been used for purposes other than 9-1-1 systems; and 

WHEREAS, federal administrators and members of congress have raised concerns for 
over a decade that New York State, and a handful of others, have diverted fees and 
revenues raised for maintaining and upgrading 9-1-1 systems to unrelated purposes. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties supports federal legislation H.R. 6424 that would no longer allow states to 
divert surcharges originally intended to support 9-1-1 systems to other purposes; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to the National Association of Counties, New York State 
Congressional Delegation, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature, and all others deemed necessary and proper. 
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